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International Day of Older Persons — October 1, 2025

All India Senior Citizens’ Confederation (AISCCON)

AISCCON’s Appeal to the Hon’ble Prime Minister

On the occasion of the International Day of Older Persons (October 1, 2025), the All India
Senior Citizens’ Confederation (AISCCON), representing millions of elderly citizens across
India, has made a heartfelt appeal to Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

AISCCON has extended its greetings to the Prime Minister, wishing him good health, long
life, and leadership in guiding the nation towards the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Key Concerns Raised
1. Delay in Restoring Railway Concessions

o Railway travel concessions for senior citizens, withdrawn during the COVID-19
pandemic, have not yet been reinstated.

o AISCCON expressed deep disappointment, calling the continued suspension
undermines the dignity of nearly 15 crore senior citizens in India.

o The concession, originally based on the National Policy for Older Persons
(1999), was in place for decades and recognized the contribution of the
elderly to society.

o AISCCON pointed out that while India is investing in bullet trains and space
exploration, senior citizens are being denied a facility that directly affects
their mobility, independence, and well-being.

2. Need for a Dedicated Ministry for Senior Care



|| gegafRa zam !

MR YRAT IR ANTRS "g=id

All India Senior Citizens' Confederation (AISCCON)
(Regn. No. MAH/302/03 Thane under Societies Registration Act, 1860)
Regn. No. : F/11854/ Thane under Maharashtra Public Trusts Act 1950)

Office : Jyeshtha Nagarik Bhavan, Plot No. 7C, Behind Gaondevi Mandir, Sector 12,Nerul (W),
Navi Mumbai - 400706. Tel : 022-27701228

website : www.aisccon.org, E-mail : aisccon2001@gmail.com

o Drawing attention to the NITI Aayog Position Paper on Senior Care (Feb
2024), AISCCON emphasized the urgent need for a separate Ministry for
Senior Citizens.

o With the elderly population projected to reach 20% of India’s population by
2050, the Confederation stressed that issues of physical, mental, social,
financial, and psychological care must be handled in a comprehensive, long-
term manner.

o AISCCON underlined that if addressed properly, senior citizens can continue
contributing positively to the nation’s economic growth through their

experience, wisdom, and maturity. Conversely, neglect could create human
misery and become a drag on the economy.

AISCCON'’s Appeal

AISCCON President Shri M.K. Raina and Secretary General Shrihari Shidhaye jointly
appealed to the Hon’ble Prime Minister:

« Tointervene immediately and restore the railway concessions to senior citizens, as a
matter of dignity and social justice.

« To consider establishing a dedicated Ministry for Senior Care, ensuring that the
growing elderly population is supported with robust, long-term policies and
infrastructure.

Quote from AISCCON Leadership

“Senior citizens are not asking for charity, but for dignity. Railway concessions and a
dedicated Ministry for Senior Care are essential steps to recognize their contribution and
secure their future.”
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About AISCCON

The All India Senior Citizens’ Confederation (AISCCON) is India’s largest representative body
of senior citizens, with affiliates across 20+ states and an estimated membership base of
over 30 lakh elderly citizens. AISCCON has been at the forefront of advocacy for senior
rights, welfare, and dignity for over Two decades.
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